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The Middle Ocmulgee Water Planning 
Council selected benchmarks to 
measure the effectiveness of this 
regional plan.  Measurement tools for 
the benchmarks include annual surveys 
based on water withdrawal permittees’ 
water conservation progress reports, or 
other surveys conducted on a 5‐year 
basis prior to each Regional Water Plan 
update.  Future amendments will need 
to be reviewed and approved by the 
Council.  Examples are given of 
triggering events that may require a 
plan amendment to provide flexibility 
for adapting to changes and new 
information.

Section 8. Monitoring and 
Reporting Progress 
This section presents benchmarks for 
evaluation of implementation of this Regional 
Water Plan and discusses plan update 
requirements and amendment processes.  

8.1 Benchmarks 
The benchmarks prepared by the Middle 
Ocmulgee Council (listed in Table 8-1 below) 
will be used to assess the effectiveness of 
this Regional Water Plan.  As detailed below, 
the Council selected both qualitative and 
quantitative benchmarks that will be used to 
assess whether the water management 
practices are closing gaps over time and 
allowing the water planning region to meet its vision and goals. 

The selected water management practices recommended by the Middle Ocmulgee 
Council will be primarily implemented by the various water users in the region, 
including local governments and others with the capacity to develop water 
infrastructure and apply for the required permits, grants and loans.  The Council 
recommends specific benchmarks for all of the recommended priority management 
practices.  Measurement of these benchmarks is primarily conducted by surveys at 
various frequencies and some of the data can be gathered from reports already 
required by permit conditions.  For additional voluntary management practices, the 
Council recommends a survey prior to the 5-year plan update process.  EPD is 
assumed to be the lead responsible party to administer surveys with help from 
partnering agencies or local governments.  These benchmarks should be revisited 
during the 5-year plan update process and revised as necessary depending on 
implementation of management practices and other available information. 

8.2 Plan Updates 
Meeting current and future water needs will require periodic review and revision of 
Regional Water Plans.  The State Water Plan and associated rules provide that each 
Regional Water Plan will be subject to review by the appropriate Regional Water 
Planning Council every five years and in accordance with this guidance provided by 
the Director, unless otherwise required by the Director for earlier review.  These 
reviews and updates will allow an opportunity to adapt the Regional Water Plan 
based on changed circumstances and new information arising in the five years after 
EPD’s adoption of these plans.  These benchmarks will guide EPD in the review of 
the Regional Water Plan.   
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Table 8-1: Benchmarks for Water Management Practices 
PRIORITY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

Management 
Practices Benchmarks Measurement Tools Time Period 

WATER DEMAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

All Demand 
Management 
Practices 

Implementation of 
Recommended Tiered 
Non-Farm (municipal and 
industrial, including energy 
generation) Conservation 
Practices 

Survey based on annual water 
conservation progress report, with help 
from Regional Commissions and DCA 

Annual 

Implementation of 
Recommended Tiered 
Agricultural (including 
landscape and golf course) 
Conservation Practices  

Survey, with help from GSWCC, 
Regional Commissions, Farm Bureau 
and County Extension Service 

Every 5 years* 

Reduction of Residential 
Per Capita Water Use 

Calculation of residential per capita 
demand (gpcd) for municipal water 
withdrawal permittees via annual water 
conservation progress report 

Annual 

Reduction of Industrial 
Water Use Intensity 

Calculation of water use intensity for 
industrial water withdrawal permittees 
via annual water conservation progress 
report; examples include 1) gallons 
consumed per square foot of production 
space, 2) gallons of water consumed 
per kilowatt produced for energy 
generation facilities, or 3) other 
appropriate water consumption per 
production unit  

Annual 

WATER SUPPLY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

WS1-Develop 
/Update Local 
Water Master 
Plan 

Number of local master 
plans initiated or 
completed 

Survey Every 5 years* 

WS2-Investigate 
Impacts of Metro 
Area Discharges 

Initiation or completion of 
regional interbasin study Completion of study Every 5 years* 



 

 

8.  Monitoring and Reporting Progress 

8-3 

M
ID
D
LE
 O
CM

U
LG

EE
 

 
SEPTEMBER 2011 

Table 8-1: Benchmarks for Water Management Practices 
PRIORITY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

Management 
Practices Benchmarks Measurement Tools Time Period 

WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES  

WQ1-
Develop/Update 
Local Wastewater 
Master Plan 

Number of local 
wastewater master plans 
initiated/completed 

Survey Every 5 years* 

WQ2-Adopt and 
Coordinate 
Statewide, 
Regional and 
Local Water 
Quality 
Monitoring 
Programs 

Initiation of regional water 
quality monitoring network 

1) Percentage of stream miles or lake 
assessed for long-term water quality 
trend 
2) Availability of online (or other 
alternative methods) water quality 
monitoring results 

Every 5 years* 

WQ3-Upgrade 
Existing 
Wastewater 
Treatment 
Facilities Meeting treatment capacity 

needs and compliance 
with water quality 
standards  

Quantities of additional permitted 
treatment capacities or upgrades Every 5 years* 

WQ4-Construct 
Advanced 
Wastewater 
Treatment 
Facilities  

WQ5-Promote 
Coordinated 
Environmental 
Planning 

Incorporation of Regional 
Water Plan via 
Comprehensive Planning 
and Service Delivery 
Strategy processes 

Survey with help from Regional 
Commissions and DCA Every 5 years* 

ENHANCED POLLUTION /NATURAL SYSTEM MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

General Stream 
Health Support Designated Uses 305(b)/303(d) List of Impaired Waters Every 2 years* 

WQ7-Reduce 
Runoff from 
Impervious 
Surfaces 

Adoption of ordinances 
related to reduction of 
impervious surface or 
incentive programs for 
pervious surfaces 

Survey with help from Regional 
Commissions and DCA Every 5 years* 



 

 
8-4 

8.  Monitoring and Reporting Progress

 

D R A F T 
DAY MONTH YEAR Ge orgi a State -wi de Water Man age me nt  P la n 

M
ID
DL

E O
CM

UL
GE

E 

IV-2  

 M
ID
D
LE
 O
CM

U
LG

EE
 

 
SEPTEMBER 2011 

Table 8-1: Benchmarks for Water Management Practices 
PRIORITY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

Management 
Practices Benchmarks Measurement Tools Time Period 

WQ8-Adopt 
Ordinances 
and/or Incentive 
Programs to 
Protect Sensitive 
Land  

Adoption of ordinances for 
stream buffer, floodplain, 
or other sensitive lands 
protection beyond 
minimum requirement 
 
Number of acres of lands 
identified as 
environmentally sensitive 
lands 
 
Number of acres placed as 
"conservation land" for 
protection of sensitive 
lands 

Survey with help from DCA, GSWCC, 
Regional Commissions and WRD of 
DNR  

WQ9-Encourage 
TMDL 
Implementation 

Number and list of TMDL 
plans completed 
List of TMDL actions 
implemented 

Survey with help from Regional 
Commissions, Farm Bureau, and DCA Every 2 years* 

WQ10-Develop/ 
Implement 
Watershed 
Assessment/ 
Protection Plan 
Measures 

Number and list of 
watershed protection plans 
completed 

305(b)/303(d) List of Impaired Waters Every 2 years* 

WQ11-Implement 
Watershed 
Improvement 
Projects 

Number and list of 
watershed 
improvement/restoration 
projects completed 

Survey with help from Regional 
Commissions, Farm Bureau, and DCA Every 2 years* 

GENERAL - WATER DEMAND, SUPPLY and QUALITY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

ED1-Develop 
Regional 
Educational 
Program and  
Materials for 
Localized 
Implementation 

Number/type of local 
educational and outreach 
programs developed 
based on regional 
materials 

Survey based on annual water 
conservation progress report; and 
surveys (for other educational 
programs) with help from Regional 
Commissions and DCA 

Every 5 years* 
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Table 8-1: Benchmarks for Water Management Practices 
PRIORITY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

Management 
Practices Benchmarks Measurement Tools Time Period 

GENERAL - ALL OTHER MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FROM Table 6-2 

Additional 
Management 
Practices 

Implementation of selected 
practices based on local 
needs and conditions 

Survey with help from Regional 
Commissions and DCA Every 5 years* 

WD – Water Demand Management WS – Water Supply Management 
WQ – Water Quality Management ED – Education Initiatives  
Source: Technical Memorandum - Management Practice Selection, May 2011, Jacobs JJG  
* For these measurement tools, EPD is assumed to be the lead responsible party to administer surveys 
with help from partnering agencies or local governments  

8.3 Plan Amendments 
The Council wishes to provide flexibility for plan amendment to adapt to changing 
circumstances.  This Regional Water Plan will be amended, at a minimum, on a 5-
year basis, or as required as additional needs arise.  Examples of a major triggering 
event could include the following: 

• Proposal (or expansion) of a major water-using industry or development, 
including energy generation, military or agricultural facilities, that would be 
expected to significantly change the water demand or discharge conditions of 
the region; 

• Closure of major existing water use facilities that would significantly change 
the water demand or discharge conditions of the region; 

• Major change in regulatory requirements, such as nutrient loading or instream 
flow requirements based on in-depth studies; 

• Major political or judicial decisions that may impact the region; 

• Major interbasin transfer into or out of the region; 

• New information that results in gaps in resource availability. 

The Middle Ocmulgee Water Planning Council recommends that the Council 
continues to operate in a similar capacity after the expiration of its initial three-year 
term in February 2012.  The Council also recommends that some portion of the 
existing members be re-appointed in the future Council for continuity and EPD 
continues to lead the coordination of future regional water planning activities.  Any 
future plan amendments would need to be considered and approved by the Council.  
If the Council considers making changes to the Regional Water Plan, the Council 
would call a meeting for such consideration between plan updates.  Council 
meetings conducted to review and approve future plan amendments should invite 
stakeholder and general public input. 




